Sister chromatid exchange-related characteristics of excision repair-proficient xeroderma pigmentosum cells.
A high incidence of skin cancer characterizes patients with xeroderma pigmentosum (XP). XP patients have hereditary defects in repair mechanisms of ultraviolet light (UV)-induced damage to DNA. Progress in elucidating the pathogenesis of cutaneous cancers can be expected by analysis of the biologic defects of cultured cells from XP patients. Such information may also contribute, at least in part, to an understanding of carcinogenesis in general.